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Native Plant Communities What Can We Do to Help Pollinators?  

 

Plant a Bee Lawn  

Bee lawns incorporate native fescue grass 
and low -growing flowers such as Ground 
Plum, Lanceleaf Tickweed, and Calico 
American Aster into your yard. All are 
naturally resilient to weather fluctuations and 
can withstand mowing while still producing 
flowers. Bee lawns provide diverse forage 
with less maintenance than a typical lawn .  

Provide Habitat  

Trees, shrubs, tall grass, rock piles, and 
logs  provide shelter from harsh weather 
and predators. Promoting patches of bare 
ground, fallen leaves, and standing dead 
vegetation in the fall provides habitat for 
overwintering insects. Many insects 
overwinter in hollow stems of dead 
vegetation, so be careful when trimming 
these back - waiting until late spring is best.  

Helping Bees, Butterflies, and 

Other Beneficial Insects Thrive  
Native Plant Communities: Pre -Settlement to Present  

The landscape around us contains a mosaic of ecosystems including 
oak savannas, tallgrass prairies, wetlands, and maple -basswood 
forests, each of which hosts diverse plant and pollinator communities. 
However, intact native plant communities occupy only 3.5% of the 
nearly 2 million acre seven -county metropolitan area. Restoring areas 
that reconnect these remaining  intact ecosystems can help maximize  
habitat restoration benefits to pollinators and other native species.  
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Success Stories  

As more residents adopt pollinator -
friendly practices, many of 
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improving. These efforts also provide 
additional benefits that support many 
wildlife species while improving local 
soil health and water quality.  

The Anoka Conservation District is 
involved in several efforts to increase 
habitat connectivity for pollinators and 
encourage diverse plantings of native 
flowers. One such effort is the Lawns to Legumes program, which 
provides cost -share funding and technical assistance to residents 
interested in establishing gardens supporting the Rusty patched bumble 
bee (Bombus affinis ) and other at -risk pollinators.  

To become involved in future pollinator projects with the Anoka 
Conservation District, visit our website for technical and financial 
assistance opportunities.  

Plant Pollinator Friendly Plants  

Pollinator gardens with native plants 
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forest habitats. Native plants are adapted to 
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minimal maintenance once established. 
Promoting a diverse collection of plants 
provides pollinators with abundant food and 
habitat resources year -round, and planting 
flowers in clusters makes them easier for 
pollinators to find.  

Provide Water Sources  

All living things depend on clean water to 
survive; anything from a bird bath to a pond 
can greatly benefit pollinators and other 
wildlife, especially during periods of drought. 
Installing moving water features keeps water 
clean longer, prevents mosquitoes from 
breeding, and attracts wildlife. If using a 
stagnant water feature, be sure to replace 
the water frequently.  

Eliminate Insecticides  

Pollinator declines have been linked in part 
to widespread insecticide use. Products 
containing neonicotinoids and pyrethroids 
are particularly harmful to pollinators,  
attacking their nervous systems even at low 
quantities. Eliminating insecticides on your 
property helps ensure a safer habitat for 
bees and other pollinators.  

Bombus affinis in 
Anoka County  


